Citizenship Test
Canada is a large country with a small population. It’s a federal style of government based on compromised and co-existence. Laws are based on democratic values:
· Equality: everyone has the right to speak out and express ideas that others might disagree with. Government must treat everyone with dignity and respect. Equality is very important. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is part of the Canadian Constitution. 
· Respect for cultural differences: we understand and appreciate customs, traditions and cultures of all Canadians.

· Freedom: freedom of thought, speech, freedom of religion and of peaceful assembly. 

· Peace: Canada is a non-violent society and has an international role as peacekeepers.

· Law and order: we respect democratic decision making and “the rule of law”.

Canadians have legal rights and freedoms protected under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms through the justice system:
· Fundamental freedoms: freedom of religion, thought, belief, opinion and expression

· Legal rights: right to life, liberty and security of the person

· Equality under the law: equal right to the protection and services of the police and the courts

The Canadian Multiculturalism Act recognizes our cultural diversity. It states we are all free to maintain and share our cultural heritage and to participate fully and equally in our national life. 

English and French are Canada’s two official languages. More than 98% Canadians speak either French, English or both. The Canadian Constitution and the Official Languages Act protect the rights of Canadians with regards to official languages:
· French and English have equal status in the Parliament of Canada, in federal courts and in all federal institutions

· Everyone has the right to a criminal trial in either French or English

· Canadians have the right, where there is sufficient demand, to receive federal government services in either French or English
· Official languages minority groups have the right to be educated in their language

There are 3 main different industries in Canada.
· Natural resources: forestry, fishing, agriculture, mining and energy. A large percentage of Canada’s exports are natural resource commodities.

· Manufacturing industries: paper, technological equipment, automobiles, food, clothing. Our largest international trading partner is the U.S.A.

· Service industries (70% of working Canadians): transpiration, education, health care, construction, banking, communication, retail services and government. 
All citizen should act in a responsible manner towards the environment. Canadians should contribute to the social, economic and environmental well-being of the country. This include achieving progress towards the goal of sustainable development. To help protect the environment:
· Throw garbage in designated garbage containers

· Compost, recycle or re-use

· Conserve energy and water

· Walk, join a car pool, bicycle or use public transit

· Protect the natural and cultural heritage

Canada is very large: 10 millions square kilometres. The population is 33 millions. Most Canadians live in the Southern parts of Canada. 

Canada has 10 provinces and 3 territories: 
· Newfoundland and Labrador (St John’s)

· P.E.I (Charlottetown)

· Nova Scotia (Halifax)

· New Brunswick (Fredericton)

· Quebec (Quebec)

· Ontario (Toronto)

· Manitoba (Winnipeg)

· Saskatchewan (Regina)

· Alberta (Edmonton)

· BC (Victoria)

· Nunavut (Iqaluit)

· Northwest Territories (Yellowknife)

· Yukon (Whitehorse)

Canada has five distinct regions:

	The Atlantic region
(Newfoundland/ Labrador, PEI, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick)
	New Brunswick is the only officially bilingual province in Canada. 

Atlantic Canada’s economy relies on a strong resource sector (fishing, farming, forestry and mining).



	Central Canada
(Ontario and Quebec)
	There are 5 Great Lakes between Canada and the USA. They have been an important waterway for thousands of years. Aboriginals and fur traders used them to create networks.

Northern Quebec and Ontario is part of the Canadian Shield. 

Canada is one of the world’s leading producers of minerals because of the rich deposits of gold, silver, nickel, zinc, copper and iron found in the Shield. 

Quebec has the highest number of bilingual Canadians.

Quebec is highly industrialized and the economy is diverse (services, Canada’s main producer of pulp and paper, major producer of minerals, larger producer of hydroelectricity).

Ontario has the largest population.

Most people work in the service or manufacturing industries (automobiles, mines…).

	Prairies provinces
(Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta)
	The Prairies are the flat plains across the Southern part of the region. They are used for farming (grain crop) and raising cattle.

In Southern Alberta, the prairies raise to meet the Rocky Mountains, along the border of B.C.

The earliest inhabitants were the First Nations people. Their descendants, the Métis, became important suppliers, traders, guides and interpreters for the fur trade.

During the late 1800s, the Canadian government build a railway across the Prairies to the Pacific Coast. It made immigration to the West much easier. 

The prairies are rich in energy resources (natural gas, coal mining, uranium, potash). Hydroelectric power (Manitoba).

Saskatchewan is the leading wheat producer in Canada.

Alberta leads in beef cattle and feed grain production. 

Most people work in the service industry. 

	The West Coast
(British Columbia)
	First Nations people lived in B.C for thousands of years before European settlers arrived. 

B.C was settled by Europeans when the fur trade spread to the west in the early 1800s.

In the late 1800s, thousands of Chinese came to B.C to help build the final section of the Canadian Pacific railway. 

B.C has rich natural resources (forest industry, mining).

Tourism is the second largest industry. 

	The North
(Nunavut, Northwest Territories and Yukon)
	Aboriginal people have lived in the North for thousands of years. They make up about half of the population in the North. 

The territorial government have also given legal recognition to several Aboriginal languages. 

Through land claim settlements and self-government settlement, First Nations people have gained greater control over their land and the decisions that affect them.

Europeans first came to the North in the late 1600s because of the fur trade. The Hudson’s Bay Company controlled the northern lands and for trade for 300 years. 

Mining (gold, lead, diamond and zinc) is very important: thousands of miners came to Yukon during the Gold Rush at the end of the 1800s.


Canadian symbols include: the maple leaf (on the penny), the Peace Tower (tower in the center of the Parliament), the beaver.

	1497
	Italian explorer John Cabot reaches Newfoundland

	1500s
	French explorer Jacques Cartier explores the Atlantic region.

	1535
	Two Aboriginal youths use the word “Kanata” (village, settlement) so tell Jacques Cartier the way to Quebec City.

	1600s
	French settlers (the Acadians) are the first Europeans to settle permanently in Canada. They are later joined by settlers from the British Isles and Germany.

	
	Settlers from France establish communities along the St Lawrence (Quebec).

	1775 – 1783 
	The United Empire Loyalists (people who left the USA during the American Revolution) settle in the Atlantic region.

	1791
	The Canada Act (Constitutional Act) divides Quebec into Upper and Lower Canada. First use of the word “Canada”.

	1841
	Upper and Lower Canada are united to become the Province of Canada. 

	1867
	Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia joined to create Canada (Confederation).

	
	The British North America Act makes it official.

	
	Sir John A. Macdonald is the first Prime Minister of Canada (picture on $10 bill).

	1870
	Manitoba and the Northwest Territories join the Confederation.

	1873
	PEI joins the Confederation.

	1898
	Yukon joins the Confederation

	1905
	Alberta and Saskatchewan join the Confederation.

	1949
	Newfoundland joins the Confederation.

	Feb 15th, 1965
	The maple leaf is on the national flag of Canada. 

	1982
	The Constitution Act gave the parliament of Canada the power to change the Constitution (doesn’t have to be approved by the British Parliament anymore)

	
	The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms becomes part of the Constitution. 

	
	The Constitution Act recognizes 3 main groups of Aboriginal people in Canada: First Nations, Inuit and Métis.

	1999
	Nunavut joins the Confederation.


Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II is the Queen of Canada and Canada’s formal Head of State. 
The Governor General is the Queen representative in Canada. The provinces also have representatives of the Queen: the lieutenant governors. In the territories, the representative is the commissioner. 
The only people originally from Canada are the Aboriginal people. They lived in Canada for thousands of years before the first immigrants came here.

The 3 main groups of Aboriginal people in Canada are: 
· First Nations (69%): lived in Eastern North America. Invented bark canoes to travel on rivers and lakes. Some lived on the plains and moved with the buffalo herds, which they hunt for clothing, food and tools.

· Inuit (5%): live in Canada’s North (Nunavut, NT, Northern Quebec, Labrador).

· Métis (26%): they are descendants of the fur traders (English or French) who married First Nations women. They developed their own distinct culture on the Prairies and played an important role in the fur trade. Now, they mostly live in the Western regions of Canada. 

Between 1701 and 1923, the British and Canadian governments made many treaties with the Aboriginal people. They granted the Aboriginals rights and benefits in exchange for giving up their title to the land. Now, Aboriginals and the Canadian government are still negotiating new agreements for land and other right: land claim settlement. Nunavut was created as a result of a land claim settlement.
There are three levels of government in Canada:
· Federal: take major responsibilities for matters that affect all Canadians (national defense, foreign policy, citizenship…).
· Provincial or Territorial (education, health care, highways…)

· Municipal or Local (policing, firefighting, snow removal, recycling programs…)

Canada is a democracy with a system of parliamentary government. The responsibilities of the federal and provincial governments were first defined in the British North America Act (Constitution Act) of 1867. 

	Parliamentary Government

	
	Head of State

The Queen (Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II)

Represented by the Governor General
	

	The House of Commons

Members of Parliament elected by voters

The Prime Minister is the leader of the political party with the most elected MPs sitting in the House of Commons.
	
	The Senate

Senators:

Chosen by the Prime Minister

Appointed by the Governor General


A Bill is a new law proposed by the government to the Parliament. To become law, it must be approved by majorities in both the House of Commons and the Senate. The Governor General gives final approval and the bill becomes law. 

Municipal governments have a council that passes by-laws. The council includes a mayors and the councilors (elected representatives). 

Federal elections must be held on the third Monday in October in the fourth calendar year following the most recent general election. The Prime Minister may ask the Governor General to call an earlier election. According to the Constitution, an election must be held within five years of the last election. 
Canada is divided into 308 electoral districts ( a geographical area represented by the member of the House of Commons). The citizens of each electoral district elect one member of the House of Commons. Your member to the House of Common is your link to the federal government. 

Canadian citizens who are at least 18 years old or older may run in a federal election. 

A political party is a group of people who share ideas about how the government should work. Their plans are called a party platform. Candidates who don’t belong to a political party are called Independants.

Voting is a right and a responsibility. Elections Canada is the agency of Parliament responsible for conducting federal elections and referendums. To vote, you must be at least 18 years old, a Canadian citizen and on the voters list. 

To vote, your name must be on the National Register of Electors. When you apply for citizenship or when you fill up taxes, you check a box to consent to the transfer of your info to the register. 

Once an election has been called, Elections Canada mail a voter information card to each elector whose name is in the National Register of Electors. The card tells you when and where to vote. 

You have to go to polling station listed on the voter information card. After providing your identity and address, an election officer will give you a ballot, which list the name of the candidates in your electoral district in alphabetical order. Mark the ballot by writing an X in the circle besides the chose candidate. 

After an election, the party with the most elected representatives becomes the party in power. The leader of this party becomes the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister chooses members of the House of Commons to become Cabinet Ministers. Cabinet Ministers are responsible for running the federal government departments. The Cabinet (Prime Minister + Cabinet Ministers) make decisions about how to run the country, and they propose new laws. Their decisions can be questioned by all the members of the House of Commons. The parties that are not in power are the opposition parties. They improve or oppose government proposals. 
If a majority of the members of the House of Common vote against a major government decision, the party in power is defeated. The Prime Minister resigns and a new election is usually held. 

	Citizenship rights and responsibilities



	Rights
	Responsibilities

	Be candidates in federal, provincial and territorial elections
	Vote in elections

	Be educated in either official language
	Help others in the community

	Apply for a Canadian passport
	Care for and protect our heritage and environment 

	Vote in federal and provincial elections
	Obey Canada’s laws

	Enter and leave Canada freely
	Express opinions freely while respecting the rights and freedoms of others

	
	Eliminate discrimination and injustice


